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SUBJ: SOUTH LEBANON: VIEWS OF BECHIR GEMAYEL 

1 . PHALANGIST MILITARY COMMANDER BECHIR GEMAYEL AND WIFE 
WERE FIRST LEBANESE GUESTS AT REOPENED YARZE RESIDENCE, FOR 
LUNCH APRIL 23. POLOFF MOLINEAUX ALSO ATTENDED. 

2. ON SOUTH LEBANON, BECHIR TOOK POSITION THAT THE SITUATION 
WAS BEYOND THE CONTROL, OR EVEN UNDERSTANDING, OF THE PATRIOTIC 
FORCES WHICH HE HEADS. HE IMPLIED THEY WERE PAWNS IN HANDS 

OF ISRAELIS, WHO THEY ASSUMED WERE WORKING FOR US. HE SAID THAT 
WHEN WE CAME TO HIM AND ASKED FOR CEASE-FIRE AND ISRAELIS 
DID NOT GIVE THEIR PROMISED SUPPORT, HE HAD BEEN PERPLEXED. 

WHAT DID WE WANT? I SAID WE WANTED QUIET IN THE SOUTH, AND WERE 
GLAD TO SEE THAT SITUATION THERE HAD CALMED DOWN. HE DID NOT 
AGREE AND SAID HE FELT THAT THE CHRISTIAN FORCES THERE WERE NOW 
IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER. HE DID NOT THINK, HOWEVER, ONE COULD PUT 
ANY FAITH IN PALESTINIAN COMMITMENT TO A CEASE-FIRE. 

3. BECHIR SAID CHRISTIAN FORCES HAD WANTED TO TAKE THE 
COASTAL VILLAGE OF NAKOURA, IN ORDER TO OPEN A SUPPLY LINE 
BY SEA TO JOUNIEH, BUT ISRAELIS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS HAD 
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VETOED THIS IDEA. THE CHRISTIAN FORCES IN THE SOUTH WERE 
THEREFORE ISOLATED AND COULD NOT GET MEDICAL SUPPLIES OR 
PAY. (HE DID NOT SAY, WHAT WE BOTH KNOW, THAT THE CHRISTIAN 
FORCES IN THE SOUTH HAVE A LIFE-LINE THROUGH ISRAEL.) HE 
SAID THAT ISRAELI CURRENCY WAS MUCH IN USE NOW IN THE SOUTH, 

SINCE LEBANESE WORKING IN ISRAEL WERE PAID IN ISRAELI POUNDS. 

HE CLAIMED ISRAELIS ARE CHEATING LEBANESE ON PRICES PAID FOR 
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TOBACCO-LETTING IT DRY OUT AND PAYING FOR LIGHTER WEIGHT 
AS OPPOSED USUAL PRACTICE OF BUYING AT WET WEIGHT. 

4. I ASKED IF ISRAELIS HAD ENCOURAGED ATTACK ON TAIBEH. 

BECHIR SAID NOTHING COULD BE DONE IN AREA WITHOUT ISRAELI 
APPROVAL, BUT AVOIDED SAYING WHOSE IDEA IT WAS. (DANY CHAMOUN 
FOLLOWING DAY SAID OPERATION HAD BEEN UNDERTAKEN 

AT REQUEST KAMAL AL-ASSAD, LORD OF TAIBEH.) 

5. BECHIR PREDICTABLY FOCUSED ON SECURITY NEEDS OF MARONITE 
COMMUNITY. AND OUTLINED A CONCEPT OF A REGIONALLY-BASED 
ARMY. WITH A "CASERNE" OR POST IN EACH CONFESSIONAL DISTRICT 
WHICH WOULD BE RESPONSIBLE FOR LOCAL DEFENSE. BECHIR SAID 
NEW ARMY COMMANDER VICTOR KHOURY HAD NAMED A NUMBER OF 
COMMITTEES TO DRAW UP PLANS FOR THE FUTURE OF THE ARMY. AND 
THAT THE PLANS WOULD TAKE COGNIZANCE OF THE NEED FOR REGIONAL- 
IZATION. THE PHALANGE SUPPORTED KHOURY. 

6. I TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO EMPHASIZE THAT WE FULLY SUPPORTED 
SARKIS GOVERNMENT AND OPPOSED PARTITION, WHATEVER HE MAY 
HAVE HEARD TO CONTRARY NOTWITHSTANDING. QUESTION OF FUTURE 
FORMULA FOR LEBANON WAS FOR LEBANESE TO DECIDE, BUT IN OUR 
VIEW SECURITY OF CHRISTIANS WOULD BEST BE ASSURED BY 
PRESENCE OF STRONG CENTRAL GOVERNMENT WITH UNIFIED ARMY 
UNDER ITS CONTROL. 
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